
 

Summer	Newsletter	2021	
What’s been happening and what have we 
been up to? 

Quite a lot actually – in various ways – and it’s been a long time since we have told 
you about it.  

1 Development on the Common 

We have been particularly busy on your behalf in fulfilling our principal purpose of 
conserving and safeguarding the Common where judgements have to be made in 
respect of planning applications for development work affecting the Common. 

The final hurdle holding up the start of the rebuilding of the Cricket Club’s 
pavilion is the signing of the lengthy lease that is now in the hands of solicitors and 
it is hoped that this will be ‘soon’. We wrote to Defra’s Planning Inspectorate in 
support of the Cricket Club’s application with Mission EmployAble, for the 
rebuild. 

 

 
Artist’s impression of the new pavilion 

We have raised objections or made comments in respect of five other planning 
applications, and spoken at TRDC’s Planning Committee meeting in respect of 
one of them.  



 

2 Increased usage of the Common  

The benefit that people have been able to enjoy from the availability of 
the Common’s open space during Lockdown has clearly been felt by 
many, though this has included an increase in cycling and drone activity 
which is not permitted by the bye-laws. Those who regularly walk on the 
Common have felt that visitors have come from far and wide to take 
advantage of the wide pathways that permit social distancing to be easily  
maintained, and with the availability of parking, though the golf fairways 
took a pounding while there were no golfers.   

Sadly, the tangible residue left behind by this increased usage has not 
been welcome – as per the next Item.  This was the scene from the well-
supported June Litter Pick on the Common, timed to coincide with the 
Keep Britain Tidy Great British Spring Clean Week, with CRA organiser 
Lisa Stewart and the bags of rubbish that were collected (though not the 
cones!). Following this success, it is anticipated that further litter picks 
could take place. 

              
 

3 Litter on the Common 

We are not alone in suffering from people who seem to think that it’s 
alright to leave their litter behind, or throw it into the bushes – the 
Parish Council responds to requests for more and better bins and yet the 
problem persists. We have become aware of other organisations who 
seem to have made a better job at tackling this than we have and in 
particular the seemingly counter-intuitive approach that with NO litter 
bins, the problem diminishes, after an initial increase. We are working 
with the rangers to obtain more data on this and to see where it might 
lead us. It is not just the proverbial young who are responsible, though 
beer bottles and sweet wrappers are more than likely theirs, but dog poo 
bags in the bushes and take-away coffee cups are a major concern and 
are more likely to come from adults.  



Here is the haul from just one favoured ‘hotspot’ from evidently regular 
visitors: 

 

 

4 Commons Day – Friday 30th July: 10.00 – 
2.00 

We shall be putting up a stand - do come and  visit us and talk about what’s 
happening on the Common.  It will be a pleasure to meet up with you face to face 
– socially distanced, of course.   

 

5 Grazing  

After missing the Springtime graze, not of our making, it is intended that the 
Aberdeen Angus will return at the end of summer. These cattle are docile and on 
their last visit they kept within the cable perimeter, other than on a couple of 
occasions when they were harried by dogs. They have an advantage over the 
English Longhorns in that without horns they are less prone to butt our rangers 
when collars have to be adjusted etc.  The cable has been pulled up on occasions, 
but not cut. 

 
Photo credit – The Aberdeen Angus Society 

6 A Shaggy Parasol 

Found last October to the front of Dell Cottage, on the bank on the east side of 
Dog Kennel Lane that faces the Black Horse – it is classified as a common 
mushroom though it may have been the first one  recorded on the Common. Wild 



Food UK says it is a tasty mushroom, but as it can cause a gastric upset in about 1 
in 25 people who eat it, it is regarded by them as being inedible.  

	

Photo credit – Gareth Hunt 

7 Larks Meadow tree clearance 

The large scale project to increase the area of the Common’s chalk grassland has 
continued with a further reduction in the number of trees on the slope to the west 
of the initial clearance. This resulting openness is significant enough to have drawn 
gasps from now grown-up children who remember it as a dark, dense and quite 
intimidating spot.   

 

 
 

8 Habitat management  

Habitat management takes different forms. Where possible, the margins of open 
spaces, including the fairways in cooperation with the Golf Club, are being graded 
to provide different heights for different insects, which is particularly encouraged 
by the Herts and Middlesex Butterfly Conservation Group.  

The mowing regime has changed significantly over the years to improve 
biodiversity and the long grass that is so visible now is a reflection of this.  

Removing over-grown holly has been managed in two different ways; having 
cleared an area, the arisings are either left in situ, to form a protective cover, or 
backed up, to provide a much thicker, hedge-like pile. Volunteer support with this 
work has had to be curtailed by the pandemic. 

 

 



9 Ponds 

A comparatively new technique of water sampling using Environmental DNA 
(eDNA) has established that our Great Crested Newts are still present in all our 
ponds, even the Dew Pond, which still has a good depth of water in it.  

Sadly, Darvells Pond is still overrun with fish - Golden Rudd – despite vigorous 
attempts to get them out. 

Hollybush Pond – Whilst looking for a possible location for another pond, we 
examined this old pond, long since dried up. It is by the 9th green, so not likely to 
find favour with the Golf Club, but the three holly bushes from which it takes its 
name are in good shape and the circular outline of the pond is visible beneath the 
oak trees. 

 

 

 

10 Slow worms  

Those of you who may have seen and wondered about their purpose, the squares 
of metal in the Shepherds Bridge area are monitoring panels for over 100 slow 
worms that have been relocated here from a building development site. This is an 
ideal habitat and there was no resident population for them to compete with. Our 
Common is a Nature Reserve and this is a great example of conservation in action. 

11 Other wildlife 

An increase in the number of nesting Greater Spotted Woodpeckers has been 
noted, together with increased Kestrel activity.  

On the ground, there has been an increase in the number of Roe deer on the 
Common, quite possibly due to their displacement from West Hyde due to work 
on HS2.  

 

12 Nature Trail 

It is pleasing to see the third and final Wildwood Den installed in the area of the 
Black Horse. This structure makes provision for low-level climbing for very small 



children and which we had recommended, following conversations with young 
mothers.   

 
A new woodland trail has been created behind the 4th tee by using cut branches to 
delineate the route and to block off access to turn offs leading from it.  

13 Signage  

Old superfluous signs have been removed, which is a great help in reducing 
‘clutter’ and prominent “No cycling” discs have been attached to the new way 
marker posts. 

 

 

14 New rangers  

Brendan and Mark have joined Daniel Du Gard and Chris Watts as the team in 
charge of all aspects of the Common, footpaths, lawn cemetery, Christ Church  
churchyard, the allotments and Grovewood. 

 


