THE FRIENDS OF CHORLEYWOOD COMMON
NEWSLETTER – SUMMER 2015
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SUMMARY OF CHAIR’S REPORT ON 2014

The 2014 AGM mandated the Committee to ballot the members of
FoCC on two resolutions, one in favour of the Parish Council’s proposal
for a Nature Trail on the Common, and one opposing a “Play Area” with
climbing and other play equipment at a single location on the Common.
From 150 responses received, the results were –
Nature Trail:

133 in support of the motion, 12 against, 5 abstentions

Play Area:

94 in support of the motion and against the Play Area,
48 against the motion and in favour of the Play Area, 8
abstentions.

Both those proposals are ongoing.
Two Newsletters went out in 2014.
The 2014 programme of events included, with thanks to all the speakers and event leaders:
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Andrew King’s talk on Moths on 24 March;
Anna Marett’s Dawn Chorus Walk on 3 May;
Andrew Goddard’s Pond Dipping on 16 May at Christchurch Pond;
Victoria Stainsby’s guided walk, on 21 June, on edible and medicinal plants;
Village Day on 12 July;
Martin Hicks’s “Wildflowers and Butterflies” walk on 27 July;
A Panel Discussion of the Community Plan questionnaire on 27 November.

The Butterfly Surveys and the Fixed Point Photography continued.
The Committee and its members were involved in making representations about proposals affecting
the Common:








Grazing with “virtual fences” (more on this later in this Newsletter);
The new parking control system at the Memorial Hall and Shepherds Bridge parking areas;
Planning applications affecting the Common;
Further consideration of the possibility of a new Play Area (more on this later in this Newsletter);
The Community Plan is another ongoing project;
The Cricket Club’s proposals for a new Pavilion, which the FoCC Committee supported in principle;
Two highways issues: the Committee supported the proposal for pedestrian phases in the traffic
lights at the junction of the A404 and Common Road; and opposed the suggestion of a 40 mph
speed limit in Dog Kennel Lane.

The Committee wants to know what the members of the Friends of Chorleywood Common think
about what the Friends are doing and what else might be desirable. And everyone on the Committee deserves the members’ gratitude for what they do.
[Note: the full Report is on FoCC’s website:
http://chorleywoodcommon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Chair-report-AGM-2015.pdf .]

2 GLOW-WORMS SURVEY
Andrew Goddard, the Common Ranger, has asked for help with a survey to establish whether there
is still a population of Glow-worms on the Common. Three dates have been fixed: Friday 3rd, Thursday 16th and Thursday 23rd July, meeting at 10.30 pm at the Shepherds Bridge car parking area.
(The first of these may have happened by the time this Newsletter is distributed; we are also sending
out an e-mail alert.) All are welcome, including children: Andrew says the more pairs of eyes, the
more likely we are to be successful. Bring a torch, but use it sparingly (or the Glow-worms, if they
are there, may think it is daylight and switch off); and a camera to record anything we find.
Anyone who is interested, but cannot make any of the three dates so far arranged, can do a freelance search: the best places to look are Larks Meadow, the May Bushes, the Railway Field, the steep
slope behind the Old Shepherd and the land on either side of the railway line. If you go on your own
and are successful, please let the Parish Council (and us) know what you find, when, and exactly
where. There is more information and a survey form at www.glowworms.org.uk .
To be complete, the survey will need repeating over two more years: Glow-worms have a three-year
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life-cycle, most of it as larvae, with only a few weeks as adults when the females glow strongly.

3 COMMUNITY PLAN
The Community Plan Steering Committee would like to thank all FOCC members who responded to
the Questionnaire. The draft document is scheduled to be published later this year.

4 PLAY AREA PROPOSAL
Earlier this year, the Play Area Advisory Committee identified four sites as possible locations for a
new Play Area: Chorleywood House Estate, near the public tennis courts; the site previously proposed on the Common, above the Shepherd’s Bridge parking area; also on the Common, between
Shepherd’s Bridge and the access road to the station car park; and Grovewood Close. The Committee recommended that reports on the suitability of each of those sites should be obtained from the
Police, the officers of the Three Rivers Leisure department, and the Countryside Management Service. The Parish and District Councils accepted that recommendation, and the Police and the Leisure
department have made their reports; the CMS advised that it could not make useful investigations
until the growing season was in progress, and its report is now expected to be available in August.
The residents of Grovewood Close objected strongly to the inclusion of that site on the short-list, on
the grounds (among others) of likely noise nuisance, increased parking, risk of accidents, and need
for tree-felling, and [Parish] Councillors Davies and Leeming requested a special meeting of the Parish Council to consider a proposal that Grovewood should be immediately withdrawn as a potential
site for the location of a play-space. That meeting took place on 4 June at the Memorial Hall.
Twelve parish councillors were present, and after a discussion in which they all expressed their
views, Cllr Davies moved the proposal to remove Grovewood from the shortlist; Cllr Morris proposed
and Cllr Worrall seconded an amendment to the proposal to read that Grovewood ‘and the Common’ should be removed, and that amendment was carried by 6 votes to 2 (4 abstentions); the
amended proposal received six votes in favour and six against, and was defeated on the Chairman’s
casting vote. There is a fuller note of the meeting on the FoCC website, at
http://chorleywoodcommon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Full-Council-2015-June-4Notes.pdf
The result is that all four sites remain on the short-list. The next steps will be for the Advisory Committee to consider the Police, Leisure department and CMS reports on all of them and make recommendations to the Parish Council, and for the Parish Council to come to a decision.
Opinion within the community is divided on whether a play area is needed, and if so where it should
be. The responses to the Community Plan questionnaire (summarised in Chorleywood Matters,
Spring 2015 issue,) were 96% in favour of the Common being protected for future generations; separately, 48% agreed and 52% disagreed that existing play facilities are adequate (though opinions
were more polarised in different age groups.) It remains to be seen what further public consultations, if any, the Parish Council or the District Council will undertake in connection with any particular site which may be proposed.

FOCC Newsletter – Summer 2015

Page 3 of 10

The Committee of FoCC will continue to support the conclusions of the ballot of members in 2014,
that a Nature Trail on the Common is desirable but a Play Area, with climbing and other equipment
at a single location, is not. In due course we intend to post a report on the FoCC website to give
members a fuller explanation of the factors which now appear relevant, and also to make any appropriate additional representations to the Parish and District Councils when the Police, Leisure department and CMS reports are available. Of course anyone who has an opinion on whether a Play
Area is needed at all, or where it might be, can lobby their Parish and District Councillors, and we
encourage them to do so.

5 GRAZING – THE COWS RETURN
The English Longhorns returned to graze Lark’s Meadow
in the Spring and they should
be back again later in the year.
There were six cows this time;
some had been before and the
new ones were given names
by the Rangers and the Parish
Office. The new collars worked
well and successfully contained the cattle within the
“virtual fencing”.

English Longhorns at Lark’s Meadow

6 POND DIPPING
It was pleasing to see such a good
turnout for the recent pond dipping this year. We found all sorts
of exciting things, starting in the
car park with the tanks of newts.
The pond seemed to be in good
heart, with a variety of habitats
and it was good to see so many
enjoying themselves and the ComCommon.
Many thanks to Andrew Goddard,
the Parish Council Ranger, for entertaining and educating a group
FOCC Newsletter – Summer 2015

Page 4 of 10

of enthusiasts who ranged from 2 years old to 88!

7 EDIBLE AND MEDICINAL PLANTS WALK
This incredibly interesting, one hour walk on 7th June led by Victoria Stainsby, herbalist and naturopath, took us along the edge of the Shepherds Bridge car park, across the unimproved grassland on
the other side of the railway line and back via the cattle creep. In this small area, we were shown
some 18 different plants with medicinal benefits, some were edible, others were not.
Extracting the beneficial substances found in the plants can be accomplished either by creating a
tincture using alcohol, such as vodka, as the solvent, or by infusing in water or by crushing the material to produce the juice. However, although home production is possible, over-the-counter preparations do make life a lot easier – the availability of herbal products in health food shops certainly
takes on a new dimension when considering treatments for medical conditions.
The Common Plantain, the one with the large, flat leaves, can be used to treat a very wide variety of
ailments, and for a nettle sting, it is more effective than a dock leaf – crush the leaves to extract the
juice (as you would with a dock leaf) and apply the juice to the affected area.
The humble nettle itself is Victoria’s Number 1 choice in plants – it is known as “the soil robber” and
as such, is rich in many minerals – the leaves should be boiled first and then the infusion can be
drunk as a tea – and adding peppermint produces a good flavour.
The whole study of the value of plant-based medicines was an eye-opener – the human body being,
understandably, intrinsically receptive to ingesting these natural materials. We were referred to
“Bach’s Flower Remedies” for help with emotional conditions, including stress, hopelessness, sadness and jealousy.
Find out more by looking up these plants on the internet – there is so much of interest there – and
come along next year to learn more about the astounding plants we have on our Common.

8 HORSE RIDING ON THE COMMON
Recent issues of ‘My Chorleywood and Loudwater News’ have reported that some horse-riders believe they are entitled to ride anywhere on the Common, not just on the designated Horse Track.
The Committee of FoCC consider that it is desirable, and legal, to restrict riders to the Horse Track.
First, the principle: the Committee believe horse riding, on a defined route, is an appropriate use of
the Common, but it has to co-exist with other uses, and we believe it has to be regulated, so that
riders and other users of the Common know where riding is permitted and where it is not. There are
obvious safety considerations: if riding were permitted everywhere, there would be a danger of collisions or frightening ‘near-misses’ between horses and other users, particularly children and dogs,
and of serious accidents to horses and riders if (for instance) a horse put its foot in a rabbit-hole.
And horses should be kept off the Cricket Club’s and the Golf Club’s playing surfaces.
Secondly, the law: legal issues relating to common land tend to be complicated, but it is absolutely
clear that the Parish Council has the legal power to make (and enforce) byelaws regulating riding.
Certainly Chorleywood Common is subject to public ‘rights of access for air and exercise’ under the
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Law of Property Act 1925 s 193(1); but proviso (a) to that subsection also expressly states that those
rights are subject to ‘any byelaw’ made under any statutory authority. The byelaws now in force
were made under Commons Act 1899 s 1 by the Parish Council, and confirmed by the Home Office,
in 1995, and para 17(2) provides that if the Council puts up notices allowing horse riding on a specified part of the Common, horses can be ridden there, but nowhere else. The Council has erected
such notices, allocating the Horse Track for horse riding. The Parish Council’s website is therefore
quite right to say, on the ‘Chorleywood Common’ page, that the byelaws ‘prohibit horse riding on
the common unless on the permissive horse track’.

9 MUSINGS FROM THE COMMON
Although our regular butterfly surveys have so far been undertaken in very unsummery weather, we
have good reports that our usual visitors are on the Common again this year, including the Holly
Blue, Green-veined White and possibly, but not confirmed, a Green Hairstreak. With the summer
proper now upon us, we expect the list to continue to mount.
Star of Bethlehem
However, whilst butterflies may have
been eluding us, our botanical friends
are much in evidence. Notable
amongst these have been small, but
expanding, patches of Sanicle, near
Darvell’s pond, and Wood Sorrel. The
Greater Stitchwort is holding its own.
These are “England vulnerable or near
threatened” species and so of particular interest to us. Star of Bethlehem,
which flowered magnificently again
this year, Pignut and Crow Garlic can
be found on an area of the Common
by Shepherd’s Bridge that is one of the sites that have been short-listed for the new play area.
Broom
The new, fresh, yellows of Broom took over from
the Gorse, which flowered prolifically in the early
Spring. Cutting back some of the old and leggy
gorse bushes to ground level has been carried out
to encourage new growth, and some evidence of
that, in the form of pale green prickly shoots, is
already visible.
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Gorse
Heather
It is very pleasing to note that some
new, tiny, heathers are emerging on the
scrapes that were seeded to extend the
range of the heather cover along Common Road. This is an important objective and we can only hope that these
vulnerable plants will survive – they
have evolved to exist in nutrient-poor
soils and so are susceptible to unwanted
nutrients being deposited upon them by
passing dogs.

Bee Orchid

Our Bee Orchids have begun to flower
again this year, thus holding out a really
good hope that this magnificent species
is re-establishing itself. The wonderful
pattern of this beautiful flower is extremely well caught in this photo by Simon Varnals.

May Bushes
Much work has been done at the top of
Lark’s Meadow around the May Bushes,
where the area of grassland is to be
extended. Trees have been felled,
stumps removed and the area reseeded with wild origin grass seed. This
is opening up quite a significant space
and more work will be done in the future to continue this project.
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Grassland reclamation – Lark’s Meadow

A line of “dead-hedging” has been created above the Railway Field, using arisings from hedging work
carried out by volunteers from the Friends.
As for last year, all the ponds have carried eggs of the Great Crested Newt but unfortunately Christ
Church pond, now our best breeding pond for them, has been found to have had fish put into it –
Golden Rudd – and so measures are being considered as to how they may be removed.
There was a good attendance at Pond Dipping in May, with up to a dozen young and very young
children enthusiastically examining what they had found in their nets – leeches seem to have captured the imaginations of many of them – and their parents – and although tenacious at sticking to
the bottom of the display trays, the leeches found were not the ‘medicinal’ variety. The event was
led by Andrew Goddard, the Parish ranger, who was also able to identify, from its unspotted pink
throat, a female Palmate newt that had been found – and so, with Great Crested Newts that Andrew
had found the day before and a Smooth newt, we were able to see all three species of the native
newts that are present on the Common.
“Saving Open Spaces”
This new publication has been written by Kate Ashbrook, General Secretary, to celebrate the 150th
anniversary of the founding of the Open Spaces Society that campaigns for public rights to enjoy
commons, green spaces and paths.
This most interesting booklet traces the history of the movement to protect commons from exploitation and enclosure through a series of illustrated accounts of notable events and the legal aspects of
them.
Close to home as it were, are accounts of the first major piece of “direct action” by the Society at
Berkhamsted Common, where illegal fences were torn down, of the purchase of Burnham Beeches
by the City of London Corporation to protect it as an open space and of the claiming of paths and
bridleways in Bushey to avoid them being lost to the public record.
More than any other, one gets a real feeling of the lengths that individuals and the Society have
gone to to maintain access to common land and open spaces for the benefit of the public to enjoy.
Michael Hyde
Copies of the publication, cost £5.00 including p&p, ISBN 978-1-84165-617-5 1/15 are available
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from Pitkin Publishing – e-mail: sales@thehistorypress.co.uk or telephone: 01453 883300.

10 CONTROL OF DOGS: ‘PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDER’
Three Rivers District Council is considering whether to make an Order (under the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014) relating to the control of dogs in ‘public spaces’ (land to which the
public has access either as of right or by permission) throughout the District. The effect in relation to
the Common would be –




to require a person in charge of a dog which defecates to remove the faeces forthwith;
to require such a person to comply with any direction by an ‘authorised officer’ to put and keep
the dog on a lead; and
to restrict the number of dogs in one person’s charge at any one time to 4.

Failure to comply with any of those requirements ‘without reasonable excuse’ would be an offence,
leading to a fixed penalty notice of £75 or, on summary conviction, a fine. It would not be a ‘reasonable excuse’ to be unaware of a dog defecating – which, it seems, might in practice mean that, in the
parts of the Common covered by undergrowth or long grass, the only way to be sure of complying
with that part of the Order would be to keep all dogs on leads (small ones in particular).
The Parish Council’s Open Spaces Committee meeting on 19 May decided in principle to recommend
including the Common in the Order: it was considered desirable to have a sanction for failing to ‘pick
up’, and a limit on the number of dogs walked by one person (which should be the same for the
Common and Chorleywood House Estate) – commercial dog-walkers had been seen with up to 8
dogs at a time.
The proposed PSPO is expected to be on the agenda for the next meeting of Three Rivers’ Leisure,
Well-being and Health Committee, on 16 September 2015. The on-line consultation on the proposals has now closed, but anyone who wishes to do so can make representations to members of
the District Council. Councillor Kenison, Chorleywood North Ward, is a member of the Leisure, etc,
Committee.

11 WINTER PROGRAMME: AFTERNOON MEETINGS?
The Committee would like to know whether Members of FoCC would support meetings held on
weekday afternoons, perhaps at the British Legion Hall, rather than evening meetings in the Library.
Such a change would not necessarily apply to the whole of the winter programme, and in particular
the AGM would continue to be held on a Friday evening.
Please will Members who have Internet access use the “Contact” page on the FoCC website to let us
know what you think about this suggestion; and if you do not use the Internet, please write to the
Chairman – Greg Hill, The Master’s House, Old Common Road, WD3 5LW – or to any member of the
Committee.
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12 E-MAIL ADDRESSES
If you have received this Newsletter by post but have an e-mail address, please send it to friendsofcwc@gmail.com – we will not use it for anything except FoCC communications.
If you do not use e-mail but have a family member or friend, or a fellow member of the Friends, who
would be prepared to verbally pass e-mail messages from us to you about our events, please do ask
them to send their e-mail address to friendsofcwc@gmail.com and we can keep in touch with you
more regularly in that way.

13 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday 3 July

First Glow-worm survey: 10.30 pm at Shepherd’s Bridge parking area: described
above; all welcome.

Saturday 11 July

Village Day 12.00 – 4.00: we shall be having our usual double stand and hope to
see many of our members on the day. We shall be exhibiting a variety of 'wild'
pond life for young and older to enjoy, as well as a Quiz on the variety of flora
that we have, fixed point photography, and other features that make our Common such an "Uncommon Common".

Thursday 16 July Second Glow-worm survey: 10.30 pm at Shepherd’s Bridge.
Thursday 23 July Third Glow-worm survey: 10.30 pm at Shepherd’s Bridge.
Sunday 2 August “Wild Flowers and Butterflies” Walk, led by Martin Hicks of Hertfordshire Ecology;
meet at 2.30 p.m. at the lych-gate, Christ Church.
Saturday 3 October
Chorleywood Community Orchard Apple Day: 11.00 - 3.00 in the Orchard,
Chorleywood House Estate

------
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