
Chorleywood Parish Council: 

Extraordinary Meeting of Full Council 

 
Notes by GH (in attendance as a representative of the Friends of Chorleywood 

Common) of matters discussed at the Extraordinary Meeting, held on 29 October 

2013, to consider proposals for a "Neighbourhood Plan" or a "Parish Plan / 

Community Plan" and for listing "local assets" needing protection. 

 

NB: (1) The decisions taken by the Council and noted below are very much the start 

of a process which is meant to involve the whole community, and will include a wide-

ranging consultation to find out what the residents of the Parish considered to be im-

portant issues.  If any members of the Friends have any topic which they think should 

be considered in this process, please let the Committee know and we will pass it on. 

(2) Attached to these Notes are copies of documents produced by the Parish Council 

describing "Neighbourhood" and "Community / Parish" Plans and explaining the 

next steps. 

 

Recommendations from Planning Committee: the Council adopted the recommenda-

tions of the Planning Committee that it should - 

(1) consider taking forward either a Neighbourhood Plan or a Parish Plan, working 

with local interest groups; and 

(2) start a list of local assets considered to need protection. 

 

Discussion with community representatives: the Chairman suspended the Council 

meeting to enable discussion to take place between the Councillors and representatives 

of interest groups.  [GH and Michael Hyde for FoCC; Owen Edis for the Residents' As-

sociation; Alison Rubens for the Community Orchard; the Chorleywood Business Asso-

ciation had been invited to attend but could not do so.] 

Cllr Mrs White explained the general nature of a Neighbourhood Plan [see attached; in 

brief]: once prepared and adopted, by a process which includes a local referendum, it is 

a legally binding document; it is principally concerned with planning, and enables the 

community to "have its say" in working out the detailed application of the planning pol-

icies for its area - it has to work within, and cannot override, policies set at a higher lev-

el. The procedure for adopting such a Plan is detailed and highly prescriptive; funding 

can be obtained to assist the process. 

The Clerk explained a Parish or Community Plan [see attached; in brief]: it does not 

have legally binding effect, but it is prepared in conjunction with the whole community 

and can include anything that the community considers is important; (in Sarratt, one is-



sue which was raised was availability of high-speed broadband connections;) the most 

important steps in the process are the preparation and distribution of a questionnaire to 

find out what matters to the community, and the analysis of the results.  One possible 

course is to start with a Parish Plan and, as it develops, to consider extending it into a 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

The interest group representatives supported the idea of having, or starting with, a Par-

ish Plan, and also favoured using the alternative designation of "Community Plan". 

Decisions: the Chairman re-convened the Council meeting, and: 

(1) Community Plan: after further discussion the meeting resolved to take forward a 

Community Plan and to form a Steering Group to facilitate it.  The Steering Group is to 

include one representative of the elderly (probably from the WRVS "Meals on 

Wheels"); one representative of young families (probably from Chorleywood Mums); 

two representatives of the Residents Association [see end-note*]; one representative of 

the Friends of the Common; one representative of Neighbourhood Watch and one repre-

sentative of the Business Association; and four councillors, Cllr Mrs Worrall, Cllr Mrs 

White, Cllr Watkins and Cllr Mrs Lantree.  (If a nominated representative cannot attend 

a meeting, he or she may send a fully briefed substitute.)  It was felt that the Steering 

Group should be able to ask for assistance from any person or organisation with relevant 

knowledge or expertise, either within Chorleywood or from other parishes which have 

already been through the Parish Plan process.  The Clerk will write to the relevant inter-

est groups and the proposal will also be publicised in Chorleywood Matters.  [The first 

meeting of the Steering Group has been arranged for 16 December.] 

(2) Local Assets: the meeting resolved (by a majority of 11 to 1) that the Council 

should start a formal list of local assets of value to the community that should be pro-

tected, and that the inclusion of assets in this list should be one of the topics for the 

Community Plan Questionnaire. 

[*End-note: apparently a question has arisen, in the course of arranging the Steering Group meeting, 

whether it should include two representatives of Chorleywood Residents’ Association, or one representa-

tive of that Association and one from Loudwater Residents’ Association; my recollection, for what it is 

worth, is that the Chorleywood Association was to have two representatives on the basis that it is by some 

way the largest local interest group in the Parish.  It may be that this question will be resolved at the next 

meeting of the Parish Council, 10 December 2013.]  

GH 

(with apologies for delay!) 





 

 



 


